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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS 
OF THE NEW-ENGLAND STATES AND OTHERS, IN 
‘ANNUAL SESSION, AT SARATOGA SPRINGS, N, Y. 
SEPTEMBER i9 AND 20, 1827, 


On Tuesday evening,18th Sept. theMinisters 
and Delegates composing the General Conven- 
tion, assembled according to adjournment, at 
the house of Br. Huling, and joined in solemn 
prayer with Br. P. Dean. 

1, Proceeded to organize the Council by 
choosing Br. H. Ballou, Moderator. 

2. Appointed Brs. T. F. King and P. Dean, 
Clerks,  ~ . . 

3. Chose Brs. J. Potter, P. Dean and J. 


Moore, a Committee to receive requests for | 


letters of fellowship and ordination, and report 
thereon. 

, 4, Adjourned the Council until Wednesday 
morning 8 o’clock, then to meet at the Colum- 
bian Hotel. Prayer by Br: N. Wright, Jr. 

Wednesday Morning, 8 o’clock, met accord- 
ing to adjournment.—Prayer by Br. W. Skin- 
ner. 

5. Proceeded to read the several epistles ad- 
dressed to this body by Societies in its fellow- 
ship; and we are happy to state, that the intel- 
ligence thus received was highly calculated to 
cheer the hearts of the faithful. 

6. A communication was read by Br. H. 
Ballou, stating in substance, that he was au- 
thorized by Mr. Richard Carrique to say that 
he (R. Cartique) had withdrawn his connexion 
from the Convention. 


The Council was then suspended for public t¢ be governed by the rules of the General and 


worship. 

Order of Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. C. G. Parsons. 
Sermon by Br. J. Potter, from 1Cor.xiii.13. 
Concluding Prayer by Br. N. Wright, Jr. 


7. Voted to accept the following report— 

“The Committee appointed at the last Ses- 
sion of the General Convention, to consider 
whether it be expedient to establish any gen- 
eral rule, in addition to former usage, as to the 
admission of applicants for fellowship as preach- 
ers of the gospel, report, 

That in their opinion, it is desirable that some 
additional rule be established. . 

And they would suggest the expediency of 
“appointing, at each session of the General Con- 
vention, a committee, or committees to whom 
candidates during the following year shall ap- 
ply for examination in secular and sacred learn- 
ing; of which committee or committees it shall 
be the duty to examine such applicants, with 
special regard to their literary and theological 
acquirements, and their talents for sermonizing, 
and if satisfied therewith, to give them a certifi- 
cate accordingly, which shall be produced by 
said candidates, as their recommendation, on 
applying to the General Convention for its fel- 
towship. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 

Sebastian Streeter, 
Pau! Dean, 
Hosea Ballou. 


ject. 


8. Voted that the above recommendation be 
adopted as a vote of this Convention. 
9. Suspended the business of the Council, 
to attend public worship. 
Order of the Afternoon Service. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. O. A. Skinner. 
‘Sermon by Br. T, F. King, from Mat. 


xiv. 31, 
Concluding Prayer by Br. Wm. S. Balsh. 


10. Br. P. Dean brought forward the follow- 


For the 3d, Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, Brs. Hosea Ballou, David 
Pickering and Paul Dean. 

For the 4th, New-York and Pennsylvania, 
Nathaniel Stacy, Thomas F. King and Dulphus 
Skinner. 

16. The Committee appointed to receive re- 
quests for letters of fellowship, reported in fa- 
vor of conferring ordination on Brs. Joseph 
Ward, of Hampton, N. ¥Y. David Cooper, Sa- 
ratoga Springs, N. Y. and Moses P. Morgan of 


ing preamble and resolution, which were unani-| Plainfield, N. H. and, also a letter of fellowship 


mously adopted. 
the societies of Universalists in the United 
States, and the multiplication of associations in 
fellowship with this Convention, claiming the 
same power—composed of the same members, 
and extending over the same territory—there 
is not that perfect order in their government 
and proceedings desirable to be preserved. — 
Therefore, 

Resolved—That it is expedient so far to al- 
ter the plan of the General Convention and the 
subordinate Associations, as to provide that the 
General Convention shall consist of the minis- 
tering brethren of all the associations and so- 


“Whereas in the progress of|to Br. Wm. S. Balch of Andover, Vt. 


17. Voted to accept the report. 

18. Voted to receive the ‘Old Colony Asso- 
ciation of Universalists;’? the First Society of 
Restorationists at Fort Ann, and the Societies of 
Pawlet, Vt. Egremont, Mass. and Sandgate, 
N. Y. into the fellowship of this Convention. 

19. Adjourned to attend public worship. 


Order of the Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. L. Willis. 


Sermon by Br. P. Dean, from Acts iv. 20. 
Concluding Prayer by Br. B. Hickox. 


20. Received the report. of the Committee 


cieties in fellowship with the order, together | appointed to draw up and present he outhnes 


with Delegates from each of the state Conven-| 
tions—and that in each state where there are} 
three or more ministering brethren, to be com-| 
posed of ministers of the state, and Delegates | 
from branches of said state associations, to be 
composed of the ministers and iwo Delegates 
of each, in the territory which shall be speci- 
fied. All associations to adopt the articles of 
faith professed by the General Convention, and 


State Conventions, or such as they may adopt | 
in conformity thereto.” 

11. Voted that a Committee be appointed, to 
consider and report on the above named sub- 


12. The following brethren were appointed 
on said Commitee: viz. Paul Dean, Warren} 
Skinner and Job Potter. 

13. Adjourned until Thursday morning 8 
o’clock.—Prayer by Br. Parsons, 

Order of Evening Service. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. J. Moore. 
Sermon by Br. W. Skinner, from Acts xvi.21. 
Concluding Prayer by Br. Moses P. Morgan, 


Thursday morning 8 o’clock, met according 
to adjournment.—Prayer by Br. E. Case. 

14, Voted that this Convention designate 
four districts and that a Committee, consisting 
of three in each district, be appointed to exam- 
ine the proficiency of candidates for the minis- 
try, in secular and theological literature. 

15. The following districts and committees 
were accordingly formed. 1. Maine. 2. Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire. 3. Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut. 4. New York 
and Pennsylvania. 

For the 1st District, viz. Maine, Brs. A. 
Drew, Sylvanus Cobb and John Bisbe. 

For the 2d, Vermont and New Hampshire, 
Brs. S. C. Loveland, Edward ‘Turner aud War- 
ren Skinner. 


of a revised plan for the better go crnment of 
the Convention-—the Associatiois and Socie- 
ties in its fellowship. 

“Your Committee, after due consideration, 
offer the following sketch of a plan of govern- 
ment, embraced. by the resolution adopted on 
that subject, to be hereafter filled up by a Com- 
mittee for that purpose, viz. 


1. Each society, organized and united in the 
faith of the final salvation of all mankind, by 
the mediation of Jesus Christ, shall be consid- 
ered as having in itself, all the rights and priv- 
ileges given by Christ our Lord to his disciples, 
and so long as they may choose, be perfectly 
independent of all other societies or bodies of 
believers, in the exercise of those rights. They 
shall judge for themselves in matters of faith 
and practice—choose their own modes, forms 
and time of worship—call, settie, and dismiss 
their own ministers. These independent So- 
cieties may, if they choose, unite themselves 
into associations for the purpose of extending 
their fellowship and influence, and adopt such 
rules and regulations as they judge best for theic 
mutual government and benefit: and each, 
when they please, may withdraw from said As- 
sociation: and again, these associations may 
form themselves into Conventions, for the great- 
er extension of the same benefits. Therefore, 
in conformity to these principles, the General 
Convention now recommends to the Societies 
in its fellowship, residing in any one, or more 
Counties of any state in the Union, or in any 
convenient territory, to unite into an associa- 
tion, to consist of their Pastors and two Dele- 
gates, chosen at regular meetings of the Socie- 
ties for that purpose, which shall meet once a 
year, or oftener, in rotation, at the Societies in 
its fellowship, to adopt regulations for its owe, 
and the government of its Societies —To unite 
in the public worship of God—the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper.—To learn the state 


ef the Societies—give needful advice for the 
admission of new Societies into its fellowship— 
to choose from two to four Delegates to the 
State Convention, and the transaction of all 
such business as may promote the mutual pros- 
perity and peace of the Societies under its fel- 
lowship. 

2d. These Associations are recommended to 
form themselves into State Conventions, which 
shaJ] be limited to the state in which they are 
located, and to consist of from 2 to 4 Delegates 
(who shall always be ministering brethren) 
from the several] associatious in the State, and 
of all the ordained and and licenced preachers 
of the order in the State. 

The State Convention shall meet once a 
year, at such time and place within the State, 
as they may choose and adjourn to, for the or- 
ganization of thé body—the worship of God— 
the administration of the Lord’s Supper, &¢ — 
the licensing of men to preach, and the ordina- 
tion of preachers as evangelists, learning the 
state of associations, and of sending them any 
such advice or information as they may deem 
expedient—and to choose not more than eight, 
nor less than four delegates to represent them 
in the General Convention of the United States. 

3d. The State Conventions are also recom- 
mended to form themselves into a General 
Convention of the United States of America, 
by choosing not more than eight, nor less than 
four delegates, to meet and act for them in said 
Conyention which shall consist of Delegations 
from the State Conventions, and also of all the 
ordained and licenced ministers who are preach- 
ing in the fellowship of the order in the United 
States, for the time being.—It shall meet an- 
nually at such place in the United States, on 
the 3d Wednesday and Thursday of Septem- 
ber, as it may be adjourned to, and for purpo- 
ses the same as those of the State Conventions, 
with the exception of the choice of delegates. 

The General and State Conventions, with 
the associations and church, shall adopt and 
retain unaltered the articles of faith now pro- 
fessed by the General Convention. 

No complaint against a brother, society, as- 
sociation or convention, shall be heard and tri- 
ed by any or either of the associations or con- 
ventions in the United States, or in feltswship 
with the General Convention thereof; but all: 
such shall be heard and decided by a mutual 
council chosen by the parties, unless one of the 
parties refuse, in which case the other party 
inay proceed ex. parte. and the decision will 
be final. 

All churches and societies shall ordain and 


install their ministers by the advice and assist-| 


ance of councils composed of Pastors and Dea- 
cons of such of the churches as they may choose 
to imvite for that purpose. : 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
Per Order. 

This report was unanimously accepted and 
ordered to be sent to the societies. And inthe 
mean time recommitted for a detailed report of 
the plan at the next meeting of the General 
Convention. 

22: Voted that Brs. Hosea Ballou, Paul 
Dean, and Thomas Whittemore, be a commit- 
tee to consider the above named subject an? 
report at the next session of the General Con- 
vention. 

23. The business of the Council was sus- 
pended for public worship. 

Order of the Afternoon Service. 

Introductory Prayer by Br. N, Smith. 

Sermon by Br. Hosea Baliou, from 2 Cor. 


iv. 5. Immediately after which the Council 
proceeded to ordain Brs. Ward, Cooper and 
Morgan. 

Ordination Prayer by Br. C. G. Parsons. 

Charge and delivery of the Scriptures, by 
Br. N. Stacy. 

Right Hand of Fellowship by Br. W.Skinner. 

Concluding Prayer by Br. E. Case. 

24. Appointed Brs. Paul Dean, Hosea Bal- 
lou and Lemuel, Willis, a committee whose du- 
ty shall be to report at our next session the best 
method of raising a Widow’s fund. 

25. This Convention would earnestly recom- 
mend to the several societies in its fellowship, 


| through their respective ministers, the proprie- 


ty of taking up a collection in aid of the Society, 
at Saratoga, (whichis at present involved to a 
considerable amount for their church) and that 
the sums which they may severally collect, be 
transmitted to Br. Gipeon Conant, Saratoga 
Springs, N. ¥. 

26, Voted that Brs. S. R. Smith of Philadel- 
phia, Edward Turner of Portsmouth, and Ho- 
sea Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury, be a Committee to 
report at the next session the most practicable 
plan for establishing a Theologioal Seminary. 

27. Appointed Br. Thomas F. King to pre- 
pare the Minutes of this Session and accompa- 
ny them with a Circular Letter. 

28. Adjourned the General Convention to be 
holden at Cavendish, Vt. on the 3d Wednesday 
and Thursday of Sept. 1828. 

Prayer, by our venerable Br. Hosea Ballou. 

HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. © 

Tuomas F, Kine, hh 

Paut Dean, Chews: 


Names and Residences of Ministers Present. 


Hosea Ballou, Paul Dean, Nathaniel Wright, 
Boston; George Messenger, Egremont, Mass.; 
Warren Skinner, Langdon; Moses P. Morgan, 
Plainfield, N. H.; John Moore, Strafford; Isa- 
iah Boynton, Plymouth; Otis A. Skinner, Read- 
ing; Wm. S. Balch, Andover, Vt.; ‘Thomas F. 
King, Hudson; Lemuei Willis, Troy; Dolphus 
Skinner, Utica; Cornelius G. Parsons, Ellis- 
burgh; Benj. Hicox, Pottsdam; Nathaniel Sta- 
cy, Hamilton; Job Potter, Cooperstown; David 
Cooper, Saratoga Springs; Joseph Ward, Hamp- 
ton; Nathaniel Smith, Albany; Hiram Davis, 
; Eliphalet Case, ———. 

pO QOa-- 
CIRCULAL LETTER FOR 1827. 
The General Convention of Universalists, to all 
the Churches and Societies enjoying us fellow- 


ship and farth, sends salutations of chiisiian 
and fraternal affection. 


Dearty BeLtovep BreTHREN, 


In conformity to the usages which have ob- 
tained since the establishment of our order, we 
would again address you on the highly inter- 
esting subjects which involve the present peace 
and prosperity of our Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
which lay a foundation fer our hopes and ex- 
pectations of future and unceasing blessedness. 
The Members of the Council were received by 
the brethren at Saratoga Springs, with a cordial 
welcome, and entertained with a_ liberality 
which clearly indicated the benevolence of their 
hearts. 

There were present in Council, twenty-two 
ministering brethren, and about thirty lay Dele- 
gates from Societies in fellowship, and the 
unanimity which characterized our delibera- 
tions throughout the session, afforded matter of 
mutual and heart-felt congratulation, 
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The numerous epistles received by us from 
the different Churches and Societies, not only 
breathed a spirit of untiring devotion to the 
interests.of Zion, but they contained the most. . 
flattering intelligence of the rapidly spreading — 
influences of that doctrine, which it is the bu- 
siness. of our lives to defend. We were also 
greatly refreshed by the oral communications — 
of those of our brethren who had been partly . — 
engaged in itinerating during the past year.— 
Several Societies have thus been organized, 
and hundreds have been fed with that bread 
“which cometh down from heayen and giveth 
life unto the world.” 

Five public discourses were delivered during 
the session, which were heard by numerous 
and respectable congregations, notwithstanding 
the severe inclemency of the weather. Im- 
mediately after the fourth Sermon, by Br. P. 
Dean, a large number of brethren and sisters, 
in the faith of the “Restoration of all things,” 
united in commemorating the dying love of 
our Redeemer. At this solemn and interesting 
ceremony, Brs. Balloti and Dean presided, as- 
sisted by Brs. Parsons and Stacy. Tere we 
were not’only forcibly reminded that the insti- 
tution of this ordinance was of itself a powerful 
evidence of the truth of the Christian faith, but 
we were affectionately mvited to contemplate 
the toils, the privations and suffering endured 
by our beloved Lord for us and for our salvation, | 

We have received an accession of four So- 
cieties, together with an Association embracing 
several others, the members of which, so far as. 
we have learned, are striving for the faith and 
morality of the gospel. May the Lord bless 
them with an increase of all spiritual riches, 
and establish their hearts in the truth as it is 
in Jesus! 

By a reference to our Minutes, it will be per- 
ceived that the Convention unanimously ac- 
cepted the report of their Committee, appointed- 
during the session of 1826, which report has 
an exclusive regard to the literary qualifica- 
tions which shall be demanded of those who 
may, from time to time, apply for the fellow- 
ship of this body, as preachers of the gospel.— 
It is confidently believed that the rule embrac- 
ed in the acceptance of this report, will, in its 
operation, be productive of results highly aus- 
picious to the best interests of our order in 
the United States. The present is emphati- 
cally an age of improvement in almost every 
department of those arts and sciences which 
at once refine, liberalize and exalt society.— 
And so generally are the means of information. 
diffused throughout our beloved country, that, 
ignorance may in some degree, be considered 
voluntary, and consequently, so far criminal. , 
The good sense of mankind has long since 
established the maxim that a man should un- 
derstand the business in which he is engaged, 
if he would be successful in that business.— 
Now, if this be allowed to hold good in relation 
to the every day transactions of life, will it not 
apply with equal, if not greater force, to those 
who, in the language of Paul, are “set for the 
defence of the gospel,” and who must, there- 
fore, necessarily engage in the discussion of the 
momentous questions which have a bearing up~ 
on our eternal destiny ? The Committee in 
making the report, and the Convention in adopt- 
ing it, were actuated by motives which have an 
equal regard to the interests of the applicants 
and the Societies who already enjoy our fellow- 
ship. Gur Minutes will also show you, breth-— 
ren, that we have charged a Committee, dis- 
tinguised among us, for their discretion, with 
the important duty of reporting at our next 
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session, the details of a, plan, the ou 


tlines of | affection, the once delightful stream, and not 


which is already spread out upon our ‘proceed- | feel a sensation, which is beyond his power to 


ings, that, will, ifiadopted, render this body in 
fact, what it has ever heen inname, a Gener- 
al Convention. To those brethren who were 
ordained as Evangelists, and to the brother 
who-received our fellowship as a laborer in the 
Ministry of reconciliation, we bid a hearty and 
affectionate welcome to all the pleasures which 
arise from a faithful discharge of the ministe- 
rial functions; and to all the pains, privations 
and crosses, which are incidental to those du- 
ties; humbly praying that they may feel the 
spirit of their respective stations, and that they 
may walk worthy. of their vocation. 

We sincerely hope, brethren, that you will 
use the means which a beneficent Providence 
may have placed at your disposal, for the relief 
of the Society at Saratoga Springs, which is at 
present laboring under heavy pecuniary em- 
barrassments. We are satisfied they would not 
solicit your assistance were it not for the ex- 
tremely pressing nature of their necessities — 
It should be recollected that Saratoga Springs 
is a very important location for a Church of 
our order. For, bemg the most celebrated 
watering place inthe United States, it is annu- 
ally visited by thousands of individuals, from | 
every part of our extensive country; many of 
whom may be excited by curiosity, to hear 
what can be said in favor of our glorious doc- 
trine. And thus carrying to their homes the 
seed of truth sown in the heart, it will germi- 
nate, and produce a harvest to the glory of 
God and to the happiness of man. Whatever 
sums you:may contribute, either as Societies 
or individuals, when transmitted, will be faith- 
fully appropriated to the liquidation of the debt 
of the Universalist Church in said place. 

Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might. Add to your faith 
every christian virtue; so you will be purified 
unto God, a ‘‘peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.”? And may the grace, mercy, and peace 


| 


of God, abide with you all, world without end. 


Amen. ; 
Done by order of the Convention, 


Tuomas F. Kine- 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


AUTUMN. 


To a contemplative mind, the fall of the year 
appears with a very great degree of gloom.— 
The verdant landscape, that charmed the eye 
with its beauty, now appears turned to a barren 
and uninteresting prospect. The forest, where 
unnumbered songsters’ poured their mellow 
notes to the delight of the weary laborer, is now 
hecome silent; and the leaves, that rustled to 
the gentle zephyrs of summer, are now pale 
and: yellow at the approach of winter! How 
delightfully soothing it was, a few weeks since, 
to loiter through the shady oak wood, absorded 
in contemplation; where the cool zephyrs fan- 
ned the gentle undulating forest, gladdened the 
weary and exhausted rustic, and smoothed the 
wrinkled front of care! But, now, allis chang- 
ed! No more the voices of industry aud health 
reverberate from their place of toil. The bar- 
ren meads, that once atlorded a pleasing pros- 
pect, no longer charm the eyes. The flocks 
and herds, that, a few weeks siice, graced the 
mouutain’s brow, are seen to wander away, as 
if conscious of the approach of winter. 
things appear to the mind under a gloomy as- 
pect. Who can survey the scenes of former | 
beauty and loveliicss, the resorts of love and | 


express? But does this survey excite no ideas 
in the mind, but what are suggested by the sen- 
ses? For my part, I cannot survey the ravages 
of the fall of the year, without having my mind 
ful of images of the state of man. Methinks, 
the autumn is an apt resemblance of the com- 
mencement of man’s departure from this world. 
His spring and summer are past, and he ap- 
pears now on the verge of winter. But a few 
weeks more will elapse, and he will be con- 
signed to the cold grave, and all the little 
events of his brief existence, be lost in oblivion! 
What a soul-depressing consideration! The 
fond companion of his bosom will perform the 
last tribute of love and affection to his lifeless 
remains! The children, that he will leave be- 
hind him, will mourn the loss of a beloved pa- 
rent, and weep at the sight of his departure 
from this mortal state ! 

The relatives, who have been familiar with 
him during ‘his life, will drop a sorrowful tear, 
at the news of his decease. But all. those 
events will transpire; he, in a short time, will 
be forgotten, and his loss no longer deplored! 
The cares of this world will drown the remem- 
brance of hi’ worth; and the living will be suffi- 
ciently eng __d' with their secular affairs, with- 
out thinking of the dear departed !,, Such is 
the fate of man! Certainly these considera- 
tions are very humiliating. What! are the vast 
capacities of man given to him to be wasted in 
so mean pursuits as appertain to this state of 
being? Are such astonishing abilities made 
for no higher purpose? Is there no hope that 
the immortal Johnson, Bacon, Newton, Locke, 
Boyle, Des Castes, Malebranch, will survive 
the dissolution of their bodies? Can it be 
thought a thing credible, that God would make 
men of so vast expansion of mind, that, on the 
death of the body, will cease to be, and exist 
no more forever? I answer to these questions, 
that all creation preaches a different doctrine. 
If the clouds obscure the horizon, and blacken 
the whole firmainent with impenetrable dark- 
ness, yet they only stay for a short time; for, 
soon the wind watts them from the firmament, 
and the sun appears with greater splendor than 
before. And, ifthe whole earth is left by the 
glorious Juminary to a dreary. mght, and the 
moon withholds her lustre, still, we find that 
night does not continue. Fora glorious morn- 
ing bursts upon the sight, more refreshing than 
if night had not been. Just so, I am apt to} 
think itis with man. Though he be consigned 
to the cold and lifeless tomb, and appear, like 
the winter, to be frozen in endless death, still 
there will come a gentle Spring, when he will 
be resuscitated, and be eudowed with higher 
powers than before ! 

; “If we rejoice so much at the gay decorations 

Of smiling Spring, and.a few opening flowers, 

Where short-lyed verdure, goon is gone and blasted, 
Their beauty fading :—~ 

Say, then, ye ransomed, and sing forth the grandeur 

Of Spring immortal, when the great archangel, 


With bis »hiill trumpet, bursts (he gloomy aansions 
Of the redeemed !” 


J. ¥.M. 


———$—$— 
LACONIC PREACHER, 
“There he many that say, who will show us any good /”—Ps. iv. 6. 


Happiness is the natural desire and pursuit of 
all; but alas, how few attain it;—in vain does 


All| the sordid miser seek to find it in amassing 


heaps of glittering dust—the sensualist in the 
sparkling cup aud his midnight revels; in the 
indulgence of those unholy appetites and de- 
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sires, which are at war with the reputation, 
health and happiness of man. Solomon, he to 
whom riches were given in abundance, and on 
whom the highest honors were conferred—all 
that the most lofty pride or aspiring ambition 
could desire, who “‘withheld not his heart from 
any joy,” declares in the language of univer- 
sal experience, that ‘‘all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit.”? As then, nothing earthly has pow- 
er to bestow that measure of happiness, all so 
anxiously, ardently desire to attain, we are in- 
voluntarily led to adopt the language of the 
preacher’s text and enquire, ‘who will show us 
any good?”? Thank heaven, the question has 
been solved in the volume of inspiration con- 
firmed by reason’s dictates, and attested by the 
happy experience of the wise and good. God 
hath shown us what is good, and what we must 
do, if we would possess a peace, a happiness, 
which the world can neither give nor take away; 
and it is briefly this—do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly; live soberly, righteously and 
godly ;—visit the widow and fatherless, in their 
afflictions, and keep ourselves unspotied from 
the world—deyvoutly imploring the Almighty to 
lift wp the light of his countenance-upon us, and 
put joy and gladness into our hearts. This is 
the true—the only way to procure the fru- 
ition of our’ hopes—the consumation of our 
wishes. H. E. 
Bost. Ris. Sun. 


SECTARIAN LOVE. 


Extract from a Sermon, Text, Lev. xix. 17, 18, 
. “Thou shalt not hate thy brother w thine heart: 
thou shalt m any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and 
not suffer simupontim. Thou shait not avenge, 
nor bear any grudge, against the children of thy 
people, bui-thou shalt love thy neghbor as thy- 
self. Tam the Lord.”-By Kev. Ezra Leonard, 

| Cape-/inn, Mass. 


“But it will, doubtless, be said much love 
and union exists at this day among all sects of 
Christians, called orthodox, and that they love 
each.other as themselves. Allowing this was 
true, is not this the spirit of the Jews, who 
confined their love to those of their own nation? 
—But is it true? We admit that the different 
sects in the present day have fits of love to each 
other, chiefly on the two following occasions, 
but the result too often shows its selfish secta- 
rian nature—Ist. When a general religious ex- 
citement is about to be got up, then all their 
sectarian animosities are dropt, and as one mai 
they engage in days of fasting and prayer, get up 
union prayer meetings, and mutually devise 
plans for carrying forward the work of God 
among them. A superficia! observer would 
conclude—these people are of one heart and 
one soul. Brother A, a presbyterian, is al! 
affection to brother B, a baptist, and sister C, 
a congregationalist is no less affectionate to 
sister D, a methodist. But stop till the har- 
vest of souls comes to be gathered in, and if 
each of these sects does not receive a due pro- 
portion of the converts, but all are joined to 
one sect, you will soon see that all this love 
was a mere empty sound, and their former ani- 
mosities burst out with more violence than ev- 
er. Much religious management and manzu- 
vering are used to influence the new-made con- 
verts to fhe respective sects; and when the out 
pouring of the spirit has ceased, or the Lord 
has left the place, and gone somewhere else, 
their former hostilities are often commenced, 
with renewed vigor. It sometimes happens 
that while the work of the Lord us going on (ae 
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term among the different sects) the town is dis- 
tracted with their sectarian contentions and 
lawsuits. The work of the Lord and the work 
of the devil, both go on in the same time, in the 
same town and among the same people. 

2d—But these sects have another fit of love 
to each other, when the Unitarians and Uni- 
versalists, or some other sect deemed hereti- 
cal, arises among them. Before this, each 
sect warred with each other for its own in- 
crease and celebrity, now they make a comnion 
cause of it, uniting their forces against the com- 
mon enemy, and Herod and Pilate like, are 
made friends, As the Jews had no dealings 
with the Samaritans, so they can hold no com- 
munion with these heretics. If one of their 
number from pure conviction, declares: himself 
a Unitarian or a Universalist, he is soon ex- 
pelled their communion, unless his standing 
renders it profitable to wink at his change of 
opinion. The doctrine of these heretics is pub- 
licly declared to be damnable, great pains are 
taken to prejudice the public against them, and 
to prevent all from hearing or reading what 
they have advanced in their own defence. In 
some places, if a man joins the Unitarian or 
Universalist, he must make up his mind to 
suffer, fur they will point the finger of scorn 
at him, use their endeavors to destroy his char- 
acter and reputation, prevent his customers 
from trading with him if possible; and evidence 
the spirit of hatred towards him, which is mur- 
der, tie suffers all this degradation and mis- 
ery, because these orthodox people are wanting 
in the spirit of love towards him, It is evident 
they do not obey the command of God in our 
text and love their neighbors as themselves, 
for by their fruits ye shall know them. 

A child of light, in commencing business 
shews himself wise in joining some popular 
orthodox sect, and becoming a zealous defen- 
der of their creed. He that estimates godli- 
ness by the gains made of it, is preity sure to 
succeed in business: thus they make many 
hypocrites. The man who has got a mind to 
investigate what is truth, and honestly follows 
it, has imnumerable difficulties to surmount. If 
things are not carried so far as this, yet he will 
find those pious people shy, distant and unso- 
ciable towards him. When this rage against a 
common enemy -is over, they commence hos- 
tilities against each other. Families, neighbor- 
hoods, common schools, yea the whole parish 
are often involved in their sectarian conten- 
tions: But all this is unlike the spirit of Chris- 
hiamity, and is contrary to the doctrine of our 
text: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
seliy 7 

(> The above Sermon is for Sale at this Office.—Price 12 1-2 ecnts. 


ATTEMPT OF AN EAGLE TO DEVOUR A BOY. 
From a late Quebec Paper. 


A very singular occurrence happened week 
before last, in the Parish of St. Ambrose, about 
nine miles from this city. Two boys, the one 7 
and the other 5 years old, amused themselves 
ina field, trying to reap, while their parents 
were at dinner. A large eagle soon came sail- 
ing over them, and with a swoop attempted to 
seize the eldest, but luckily missed him. The 
bird, not all dismayed, sat on the ground at a 
short distance, and, in a few momerts, repeat- 
ed the attempt.. The bold little fellow defend- 
ea himscif against his fierce antagonist with the 
sickle he had very fortunately in his hand, 
and when the bird rushed upon bim, he struck 
at it. The sickle entered under the left wing, 
and the blow having becn given strongly, went 
through the ribs, and passing through the liver, 
proved almost immediately fatal, 


panded upwards of 6 feet. 


The eagle was afterwards sold to Mr. Chas- 
seur, who has stuffed it and placed it in his mu- 
seum, where it may now be seen. It is the 
ring-tailed or Russian eagle. The wings ex- 
Its stomach was 
opened and found entirely empty. The little 
boy did not receive a scratch; he was probably 
not aware of the danger to which he was expos- 
ed. Had the eagle seized him, its talons 
(which are of uncommon strength, and a- 
bout an‘inch and a half long,) must have la- 
cerated him dreadfully. There is little doubt, 
without the bird was much weakened by hun- 
ger, that a blow or two from its beak would 
have torn out his eyes, and, with the instinct 
peculiar to birds of prey, broken in a moment 
the thin parts of the skull about the eye, and 
almost instantly destroyed his life. 
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CARROLL OF CAROLLTON, 
Composed on hearing of this patriot being atteeked with 
dangerous illness. 
He is the last—he is the last!— 
Say not his sands of life are run— 
His virtues, his example past— dn 
Carroll, the Sage of Carrollton!) 


He is the last—the last of thos ft 
Who set their names to Freedom’s seal, 
Who, from pride’s summit, hurl’d their foes, 
And made the stubborn monarch kneel. 


Spare him, Ye Powers! he must not part— 
A nation binds him to her breast; 
His life is precious to her heart— 
But health return—and make us blest! 


Tle is the last—the only one!-— 
O, how resign him to the grave! 
His great compatriots all have gone— 
Him, for his ‘anxious country, save! 


A few brief days are all we ask, 
(If such with heaven’sthe decree,) 
@, may he yield his earthly task 
Upon the Nation’s Jubilee! 


Then will our grief but reach the soul 
To make it soft as bliss ia tears— 
The day, our sorrows will controul, 
Yo hail him as he mounts the spheres!— 


Cuartes Carrot, of Carrollton, the only 
survivor of the signers of the American De- 
claration of Independence, entered on his 91st 
year on the 20th inst. 


For the Universalist Magazine, 


DEGRADING EFFECTS OF FEAR. 


Burke says, a “happy slave must be a de- 
graded man,” & it may with equal truth be said, 
that if a free negro can be happy in this coun- 
try, it must be because he has submitted to de- 
gradation till it has become a part of his nature? 
—Salem Gazette. 


Why may not the same remarks apply to re- 
ligious people? Do not some professed Chris- 
tians maintain the sentiment, that a belief in 
never-ending punishment, is absolutely neces- 
sary to pure religion? Must not such people 
be the slaves of terror or of a tyrant? Remove 
the fear of endless misery, and it is said, true 
devotion is weakened or destroyed. Of con- 
sequence, it seems, that such believers would 
not love nor serve their Maker, did they not 
like slaves, submit to God, through the fear of 
the lash. If any are “thappy” in such a state, 
inust it not be, because they are “degraded” 


beings? And have not many pretended to be 
happy in their religion, because they have 
“submitted to degradation till it has become a 
part of their nature?” Have not many persons 
believed, that God would make myriads of bis 
creatures eternally miserable, till it has be- 
come, as it were, a part of their nature, and 
they can no more change their thoughts or 
opinions than they can change their natures? 
How can such people be happy in heaven with 
such views and dispositions? God is Love.—. 
And mankind must love God for his own loye- 
liness, or they cannot be happy in heaven a- 
bove. What people need to be changed in 
heart more than those who serve God, through 
fear of endless misery? 

All people, but Universalists and Destruc- 
tionsts, believe in endless misery. If endless 
misery be true, there can be no greater evil to 
fear: and none ought to be feared so much, by 
all transgressors of God’s law. But as “all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God,” all have reason to fear the truth, what- 
ever it may be, which condemns them, whether 
of temporal or eternal evil. Shutting one’s 
eyes against the light of truth, will not turn 
truth into error, nor light into darkness, A man 
may close his own eyes, or put them out, but 
this will never blot out the sun. Hence every 
one should be willing to come to the light of 
truth, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are conformable to the requirements 
of God. aes ee 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 


A certain Methodist preacher, declaiming be- 
fore an audience one evening, where he knew 
there was a number of Universalists present, 
was very positive in asserting that ‘‘Universal- 
ism led to all manner of iniquity ” He stated 
thet for fifteen years he had been a zealous Uni- 
versalist, &c. As is usual. with that class of 
people, after he had concluded his harangue he 
gave liberty for others to speak; when a venera- 
ble, well instructed Universalist arose, and ad- 
dressing the speaker, imguired, if he spoke from 
experience, when he said Universalisin led to all 
manner of iniquity ?—did it lead you to commit 
all manner of crimes? If it did, how came you 
in the pulpit, and not in the state’s prison? 
Why, said the preacher, something disconcert- 
ed, it is true I was no worse than the generali- 
ty of men, but the reason of it was, that while 
I contended for the truth of that system, I did 
not really beheve it!! 1 knew then as well as I 
now do, that it wasallalie. And yet, says the 
old man you stated that for fifteen years you 
had beena Universalist. Out of thine own mouth 
will I condemn thee. You have proved that 
you are a liar now, and that you was a_ hypo- 
crite then. And since you are guilty of such, 
iniquity, and never believed in Universalism, it is 
plain that as far as doctrine had any effect to 
lead you to licenciousness, METHODISM, 
(which you then believed, and now preach,) 
and not Universalism, made you a hypocrite 
and aliar. I advise you, sir, not to preach 
again, until you have embraced some other 
system which shall correct such iniquity as 
your doctrine has led you into. 


N.Y. Olwe Branch. 


Died in Portland, Me. 29d ult. Rev. Epw, 
Payson, D. D. 
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